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Referral For Surgery Order 
When the decision is made to schedule a surgery, it is important to follow the steps below to ensure prior authorization 
is obtained. If the Referral for Surgery is not entered, authorization will not be completed, and the patient may need to 
be rescheduled.  

 

Try It Out 
1. Once it has been determined a patient will need surgery, place the Referral For Surgery order. This will initiate 

prior authorization. This order needs to be placed in addition to the procedure order within the patient’s office 
visit (clinic encounter).  

2. From the Referral For Surgery order details, click on + Add Comments. 

3. In the comment box, type .priorauthneeded and select the PRIORAUTHNEEDED SmartPhrase. 
4. Once opened, complete the sections in the SmartPhrase by using F2 to navigate through the phrase.  

a) Select your surgical specialty from the CPT Masterlist drop down (example shown below is for 
General Surgery). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



2 
Last Modified – 12/03/2021 Clinical Informatics –Ambulatory 

 

 

 

5. Select the surgical code(s) from the CPT Masterlist. If the appropriate CPT code is not available, you will need 
to manually type it in this section.  

 

 
6. Once the Referral for Surgery order and comments are complete, Accept the order. 
7. Associate a diagnosis with the order. 
8. Sign the order.  

 
 


